Regenerative Farmer Profile:

Prospect Pastoral Co.
DIANNE & IAN HAGGERTY own and manage 13,000 hectares of cropping
and grazing farm land in the Wyalkatchem and Mollerin areas of WA.
Since 1994, the Haggertys have developed their system of Natural
Intelligence Farming and have become world renowned as two of
agricultures most open-minded thinkers. They have demonstrated success
by combining natural processes with the latest in technology to produce
the highest quality grains, meat and wool, while regenerating the
landscape's natural biological functions and water cycles.

Now

Then
Mainstream best practice was the method of
farming for the start, however the vulnerability
to poor seasons combined with the plant’s
inability to take up adequate nutrients in the
soil, led the Haggerty’s to research farming
systems to help maximise the biological
function of the soil.

Wheat with zero synthetic N or fungicide applications,
August 2018.

Haggerty property on the right during a hot dry spring in 2014.
Image Source: Future Direction International.

What has Changed?
Moving away from conventional to biological
farming practices has resulted in the immune
system function expressing greater resilience, while
restoring the capacity of the soils to allow
infiltration and storage of moisture that
compensates for climatic variability.
The interaction between seed and soil microbes
develop healthy rhizosheaths that exclude the
uptake of toxins into the plant.

The change to biologically-based farming has
allowed fertility to be supplied through natural
processes. Both cropping and grazing are
interdependent for the continuous
improvements to the soil’s health while being
mutually beneficial to plants, animals and
human health. To improve the immune system
function in plants and animals, no fungicides or
pesticides are used on farm as they damage the
soil’s biology.

“Natural Intelligence Farming is
harnessing the dynamic, natural
relationships that exists
between all the organisms in the
ecosystem, environment and
particularly the soil”
Source: Di and Ian Haggerty for
Future Directions International

High aggregation around rhizosphere showing fungal
hyphae in rhizosheath. Image Source: Phil Lee

Outcomes

Challenges

The restoration of native C3 and C4 grasses

Short term lease arrangements restricting
opportunity to benefit from a regenerative

during the warmer months extends the “green”
season, feeding the soil biology through

farming approach,

photosynthesis and restoring the water cycles.

Limited access to local knowledge to share and
grow with, requiring many trips to the eastern

Significant accumulation of soil carbon and

states,

nitrogen levels has been demonstrated with
deep soil testing, while producing consistent

There is risk involved with trialling new

high quality grains regardless of seasonal

methodologies and techniques which are not

variability.

The thick protective microbial sheath enables the plant
roots to penetrate otherwise unproductive soil conditions.

Soil profile with thick topsoil developed through
regenerative farming practises.

already in the district.

Future Goals
Continue to observe improvements in agricultural
resilience to minimise salinity/ acidity/ climatic
impacts,
Product segregation and penetration into health/
environmentally conscious food and fibre markets,
Ongoing research, monitoring, and measurement of
health related food outcomes,
Broad scale landscape restoration of biodiversity
and the “large” water cycle.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
WWW.FoodFutureWA.COM
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